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How Has God Spoken to Us? 
 
 God’s communication to us has come through a “chain” made of four links: 
  1) Inspiration – “Has God really spoken in the first place?” 
  2) Canonization – “In what books has God spoken?” 
  3) Transmission – “Have those books been faithfully preserved?” 
  4) Translation – “Have they been accurately translated?” 
 
 
First Link: Inspiration 
 
 “Has God really spoken in the Old Testament?” 
 
  1) Jesus himself believed and taught that the Old Testament was the very 

    Word of God. 
 
   How do we know this to be so? 

Jesus was a Jewish rabbi. 
Jewish rabbis in that day believed and taught that the 

Old Testament (Hebrew Bible) was the very Word 
of God. 

 
2) Inescapable implication of the fact that God raised Jesus from the dead: 

God approved of Jesus’ mission and message, including his 
assessment that the Old Testament was the Word of God. 

 
 “Has God really spoken in the New Testament?” 
 
  1) We should expect New Testament revelation. 
 
   Divine pattern → Follow up major acts of salvation history 

with revelation... 
a) When God delivered his people out of Egypt, he 

followed up by revealing the Pentateuch 
 b) When God brought his people back from the Exile, 
  he followed up by revealing Ezra and Nehemiah 
 

So certainly revelation should have been expected after such a 
major salvific event as the arrival of the Messiah himself! 

 
 
 
 



 

  2) The first disciples believed that this pattern had indeed continued. 
 

“Bear in mind that our Lord’s patience means salvation, just as 
our dear brother Paul also wrote you with the wisdom that 
God gave him. He writes the same way in all his letters, 
speaking in them of these matters. His letters contain some 
things that are hard to understand, which ignorant and 
unstable people distort, as they do the other Scriptures, to their 
own destruction.” 
    ~ 2 Peter 3:15-16 
 

[When Peter says “as they do the other Scriptures,” he is 
implying that Paul’s writings themselves are Scripture.] 

 
“For the Scripture says, ‘Do not muzzle the ox while it is 
treading out the grain,’ and ‘The worker deserves his wages.’” 
    ~ 1 Timothy 5:18 
 

[Paul is taking a quote from the OT (“Do not muzzle the 
ox while it is treading out the grain”) and a quote from 
Luke’s Gospel (“The worker deserves his wages”), and 
in one breath is referring to both of them as Scripture.] 

 
 3) According to John, Jesus taught that he would equip the apostles 
  for this task. 
 

“The Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my 
name, will teach you [referring to the apostles] all things and will 
remind you of everything I have said to you.” 

 
  4) The fact that the apostles were so equipped was confirmed by signs. 
 
   “This salvation, which was first announced by the Lord, was 

confirmed to us by those [i.e., the apostles] who heard him. 
God also testified to it by signs, wonders and various miracles, 
and gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to his will.” 
    ~ Heb 2:3-4 

 
“The things that mark an apostle – signs, wonders and 
miracles – were done among you with great perseverance.” 
    ~ 2 Cor 12:12 

 



 

[Historically speaking, it’s a real stretch to suggest that 
Paul would have told the Corinthian church that he had 
performed these signs “among them” if indeed he had 
not.  If he had lied in this way, the Corinthians of course 
would have known that he was lying and Paul would 
have lost all credibility.] 

 
  The key is Point #1... 

If Jesus really did rise from the dead, then you should expect 
New Testament revelation to follow, and it seems from what 
we can tell (points 2-4) that it did. 

 
 
Second Link: Canonization 
 
 “How do we know we have the right books in the Old Testament?” 
 
  The Jews in Jesus’ day, and Jesus himself, saw the inspired books as 

consisting of what now makes up our Old Testament. 
 

Inescapable implication of the fact that God raised Jesus from the dead: 
God approved of Jesus’ mission and message, including his 
assessment that the Old Testament was the Word of God. 

 
 “How do we know we have the right books in the New Testament?” 
 
  Three tests: 
   1) Apostolicity – Was it written by an apostle or close associate? 

(which would have had apostolic approval) 
2) Orthodoxy – Is the content of the writing consistent with 

the teaching of the apostles? 
3) Early Usage – Was it used in worship by the early church? 

(a sign that it was recognized as Scripture by those who 
would have known best) 

 
  This led to the acceptance of the 27 New Testament books 

pretty much from the beginning. 
 

Homologoumena – the 20 New Testament books that were 
universally accepted right away 

Antilegomena – the books that took a little longer to become 
universally accepted (Hebrews, James, 2 Peter, 2 and 3 
John, Jude and Revelation) 



 

   Two observations regarding the Antilegomena: 
 
1) The books of the Homologoumena contain in 
themselves all the essentials of a Biblical worldview, so 
even if it were true that the books of the Antilegomena 
are not inspired, a Biblical worldview remains. 

 
2) There is more than sufficient reason for thinking that 
the books of the Antilegomena are inspired because 
once the whole church had sufficient time to compare 
notes and consider these books more carefully in light of 
the tests mentioned above, they were then recognized by 
the whole church.  (Remember, communication at that 
time simply took longer than it does today.) 

 
 
Third Link: Transmission 
 
 “Have the Old Testament books been faithfully preserved?” 
 

Jewish scribes (like the Masoretes) were known to be incredibly 
meticulous in their copying and preserving of the Old Testament 
throughout the centuries. 

 
  Confirmed by the discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls (found in 1947). 

Dead Sea Scrolls date from the 3rd cent. B.C. to 1st cent. A.D. 
Include all of Isaiah and portions of every other Old Testament 

book except for Esther. 
 

“For example, even though the two copies of Isaiah discovered 
in Qumran Cave 1 near the Dead Sea in 1947 were a 
thousand years earlier than the oldest dated manuscript 
previously known (A.D. 980), they proved to be word for 
word identical with our standard Hebrew Bible in more than 
95 percent of the text.  The 5 percent of variation consisted 
chiefly of obvious slips of the pen and variations in spelling.  
They do not affect the message of revelation in the slightest.” 

~ Gleason Archer, A Survey of Old Testament Introduction, 25 
 

“Of the 166 words in Isaiah 53, there are only seventeen letters 
in question.  Ten of these letters are simply a matter of spelling, 
which does not affect the sense.  Four more letters are minor 
stylistic changes, such as conjunctions.  The remaining three 



 

letters comprise the word ‘light,’ which is added in verse 11, and 
does not affect the meaning greatly....  Thus, in one chapter of 
166 words, there is only one word (three letters) in question after 
a thousand years of transmission – and this word does not 
significantly change the meaning of the passage.” 

~Millar Burrows, The Dead Sea Scrolls, 304 
 
 “Have the New Testament books been faithfully preserved?” 
 
  How to determine reliability in the transmission of a text 
   1) look at the number of manuscript copies (the more the better) 

2) look at the elapsed time between when the original was written 
and when the earliest remaining copies were written 
(the less time the better) 

 
The reliability of the New Testament is known to be unparalleled by any 
other ancient text. 

 
   Homer’s Iliad (2nd most reliable ancient text): 

1) Almost 650 Greek manuscripts in existence 
2) Written around 800 B.C., earliest copies around 400 B.C. 

(400 year gap) 
 
   New Testament (most reliable ancient text by far): 

1) More than 5,500 Greek manuscripts in existence 
 (25,000 including other languages) 
2) Written in 1st century A.D., earliest copies in 2nd cent. A.D. 

(100 year gap, fragments as early as 25 years 
after original writing) 

 
Scholars simply don’t question the reliability of the New Testament. 

 
  Nonetheless, the New Testament has not been preserved perfectly. 
 

The authenticity of Mark 16:9-20 and John 7:53-8:11 are 
questioned even by conservative scholars because of 
manuscript variation. 

 
There are also other minor variations every once in a while, but 
they don’t tend to amount to anything (e.g., one manuscript says 
“Christ Jesus” while another might say “Jesus Christ”). 
 
 



 

Three things to note: 
1) These variations are rare (only about 2% of the text). 
2) They do not call into question any of the teachings of 

 Christianity. 
3) They are noted in most of today’s Bibles (so you know 

 right where they are). 
 

So, the New Testament and the Bible as a whole have been faithfully preserved 
over the centuries in a way that no other work of ancient literature has been, 
so that what we have today is (amazingly) virtually identical to what was 
originally written. 

 
 
Fourth Link: Translation 
 
 Myth – “The original Greek and Hebrew texts of the Bible were translated 

 into another language, and then into another, and then another,  
 and then another, until finally it was translated into English.  Thus,  
 after so many generations of translations, you can’t be sure that we 
 still have the original message intact.” 
 
 Reality – Our English Bibles today are direct translations from the original 
  Greek and Hebrew. 
 
 How the translation of languages works: 

Though every once in a while you might find an example of 
something that doesn’t perfectly translate from one language to 
another, generally speaking, messages translate quite well from one 
language to another without notable loss of information. 

 
 
So, how does God speak to us? 
 
 Through four links in a chain... 

1) Inspiration – God has spoken in Scripture. 
  2) Canonization – We have correctly recognized the books in which 

God has spoken. 
  3) Transmission – These books have been faithfully preserved. 
  4) Translation – They have been accurately translated. 
 
 As a result, God’s Word has come to us today in our English Bibles. 
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F. F. Bruce, The New Testament Documents: Are they Reliable? 
 
F. F. Bruce, The Canon of Scripture 
 
Bruce Metzger & Bart Ehrman, The Text of the New Testament: Its Transmission, 
Corruption, and Restoration 
 
R. C. Sproul, Knowing Scripture 
 
Lee Strobel, The Case for Christ: A Journalist’s Personal Investigation of the Evidence 
for Jesus 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /KOR <FEFFd5a5c0c1b41c0020c778c1c40020d488c9c8c7440020c5bbae300020c704d5740020ace0d574c0c1b3c4c7580020c774bbf8c9c0b97c0020c0acc6a9d558c5ec00200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020b9ccb4e4b824ba740020c7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c2edc2dcc624002e0020c7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b9ccb4e000200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe7f6e521b5efa76840020005000440046002065876863ff0c5c065305542b66f49ad8768456fe50cf52068fa87387ff0c4ee563d09ad8625353708d2891cf30028be5002000500044004600206587686353ef4ee54f7f752800200020004100630072006f00620061007400204e0e002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020548c66f49ad87248672c62535f003002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d5b9a5efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef65305542b8f039ad876845f7150cf89e367905ea6ff0c4fbf65bc63d066075217537054c18cea3002005000440046002065874ef653ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000520065006100640065007200200035002e0030002053ca66f465b07248672c4f86958b555f3002>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


